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riſhioners at WANSTEAD on the Subjects 
mentioned in his Majeſty 8 Ror AL PRO- 
LAMATLON. If 1 had not myſelf been 
CO to do it, the V of one of my 
A Þ © 


| 


—— 


T7 HE fame Regard for the B. 
Good, which, without a Compliment, 
influences your whole Conduct, induced 
you to expreſs an earneſt Deſire, that I 
; would take Advantage of the Opportu. 
nity afforded me, of addrefling my Pa- 


beſt and deareſt Friends would have had 
the Force of a Command. Indeed, I con- 
ſider myſelf as reſponſible to my excel- 
lent Patron, for the Diſcharge of my 
Duty in that Station, to which, of his 
own mere Motion, and perſonal Regard, 
he was pleaſed to call me; and in which 
I have already met with ſuch Encour- 
agement, and Aſſiſtance, eſpecially in a 
great and favourite Undertaking, as will 
always inſure to him my own ſincereſt 
Gratitude and Reſpect, with the united : 


Thanks of our Friends and Neighbours 7 


in the Pariſh of WANSTEAD. I might 
mention, above all, the conſtant Sup- 
port which is given to my feeble En- 
deavours, by the uniform good Example. 
of the Inhabitants of WANSTEAD HousE; 
who do all in their Power, to maintain 
the Credit of Religious Inſtitutions 
among us; and who demonſtrate the 
5 rracticabiliy 
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Practicability of thoſe Duties, the Per» 
formance of which, his Majeſty, in his 


PROCLAMATION, With ſo much Wiſdom 
amd Piety, recommends to hissubjects. 


I have the Honour to be, TY 
= Dear Sir, 


N with the moſt unfeigned Regard, | 


your moſt obliged, andaffeQionats 85 


ue 


* > : 14 
| j | | 
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humble Servant, oY 


ASSE, 


5 1 peter, Chap, ii. Vers 47 of | 
FrAR GOD—Hotovn enn kind 


N theſe few 050. are — twa pre- 

cepts of the utmoſt importance, They in- 
join an eſſential part of our duty towards Gor, 
and the firſt of — duties whieh we owe ta 
ſociety. The one, as the foundation; the 
other, as the ſuperſtructure to be raiſed upon 
It: and let it he obſerved, once for all, as a 
maxim moſt undeniably true, that there ig no 
folid baſis of a regular and oniform obedience, 
except the fear of Gop. The fear of man may 
make us cautious how we offend; the tear of 
Gop will keep us from wilfully offending at 


all: the fear of man will induce us to have re- 


courſe to darkneſs, ſecrecy, and retirement. 


The fear of God will induce us to act as per- | , || 


ſons who know, that ebere is no darkneſs, ar 
ſhadow of death where the wyarker of miquaty can 
hide himſelf; that the' eyes of the Lon d are ten 
thoujand times brighter than the Jun, voy 
> oe ways of the * men. 


Ae u 


My unavoidable abſence from you through 5 
ſickneſs for ſome time paſt, and particularly at 
the time when his Majeſty's Roxy AL. ProcLa- 
MATION was read to you, has prevented me 
from offering you, until now, ſome obſerva- 
tions reſpecting thoſe irregularities and enor- 
mities, which have given riſe to this recent 
inſtance of our Sovereign's tender affection for 
his people. | 

> You will give. me leave therefore to recall 
your attention to ſeveral of the moſt ſtriking 
particulars of it, ſo far as they may properly 
fall within the nature and defgn of a e 
from this place. | 
Ihe ſins more immediately pointed at in this 
; Declaration of his Majeſty's pious concern for us, 
are—rirreligion, intemperance, and impurity. The 
firſt of which vices. appears in the diſregard 
which is too generally ſhewn to the — ' 
ordinances and obſervances of Chriſtianity. 
«The profanation of the Lord's day is conſidered, 
and with great truth, as the foundatioif of all 
the other inſtances of carelefſueſs, and diſregard | 
to our duty. We begin with offending againſt. 
a. poſitive commandment of the. moſt _ 
.Gop ; and having brought our minds by. de- 
grees to acquieſce in the omiſſion of this 1 
great duty, we find very little difficulty, in 
2 | prampling « on the laws = ordinances of men: 
not being influenced by the fear of Gop,' we 
have no other fear of men, than ſuch as cou- 
kerns our own intereſt and eaſe, and perſonal ſe- 
8 clufity; 


£. 9 7 
. curity : butwhere the true fear of Gon prevails, a 


conſcientious regard to our duty as. neceſſarily 


follows, as the ſtream from its ſource: and here- 


iv do we exerciſe ourſelves, with pleaſure and de- 
light, to have always a conſcience void of offence 
towards Gop and towards men: I ſay, with 


pleaſure and delight; becauſe the fear of Go 


which is here recommended, and which is thus 
neceſſary to keep us cloſely attentive to our 
duty, is the fear of a child towards a moſt bene- 
volent and gracious father ; and not the fear of 
a ſlave towards a rigorous and merciful yrant : 
the fear preſcribed 1n the text is only ſuch, as 

reſtrains the mind from the wilful . 


of any known ſin, and from the wilful omiſ- 


ſion of any known duty. It is a principle of 
caution, but not of terror; it is founded in a 


true love of Gop, and a prudent regard for our- 


ſelves: we love Gop, and therefore we fear to 
offend him: and ſurely it is not a blameable 


ſelf· love, ſo to act, as to be ſecured from the | 


miſeries conſequent on diſobedience. 


Con a mind, ſtored with ſuch. principles as 
theſe, the penalties held forth by the laws of 

men have not ſo powerful an influence, as the 

conſideration of the Divine diſpleaſure : : the 


fear of Gop operates alike, at all times, in all 
places, and upon all occaſions: whereas human 


laws operate only on the public parts of our 
conduct; for when we flatter our! elves we are 1 
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But it it is ſonbblines neceſſary, ; chit che ap- 
rehenſion of temporal eres ſhould ba 
uperadded to the ſentence denounced in the 
law of Gop againſt Taj, in orger to deter 
wen from evil. . 
And upon this conſideration was Wombat his | 
Majeſty's late gracious effort, for the ſuppreſs 
fion and puniſhment of vice, profaneneſs, and 
immorality amongſt us; and for the encou- 
ragement of piety, religion, aud virtue. | 
| Accordingly, loch as have hitherto been in- 


attentive to their duty, as Chriftians, are now 


called upon to pay a proper regard to it, as 
fubjefts, and members of a civilized ſtate : and 
ſuch as have been mindful of their duty, from 
the pure motive of the fear of Gop, it is cer- 
tain will not henceforth be 4% mindful of it, 
in compliance with the wiſhes, as well as in 
imitation of the example, of their Sovereign; 
whoſe ſentiments I ſhall beg leave to conſider, 
as expreſſed in his own public declaration of 
them. | 

1. His Maj jeſty obſerves, with the deepeſt 
eoncern, the 70 progreſs of impiety, licen- 
tiouſneſs, and profaneueſs; all which tend to 
the ſcandal of our holy religion, and to the evil 
example of his ſubjects. Ve a concern as is 
here expreſſed, is n worthy the character 
of a Chriſtian King; who, impreſſed with 
thoſe principles of the fear of Gov, already 
mentioned in this diſcourſe, and well knows 
ing, that it is W which exalteth a na- 


Hon, 


CES i 


* 


not to be expected, nor a reign happy or prof 
perous to himſelf or his ſubjects, ee a re- 


cially in exalted ſtations, who are moſt capable 


of doing good or evil by their example, to- 


advance and promote religion and virtue, and 


to diſcountenance all looſe and evil actions and 
behaviour ; wiſely conſidering, that where the 


laws themſelves are ſcarcely ſufficient to pres 


vent or puniſh the evil practices of men, the 


viſible a leaſure of thoſe that are good, may, 
In ſome kn egree, it is hoped, ſupply the defect. 


2. Then follows an enumeration of the ſe- 


veral offences againſt which his Majeſty's de- 


claration is more particularly pointed. Among 
theſe, with the utmoſt propriety ſtands fore 


moſt the Profanity © the Loxp's day; as 


well by omiſſion of the ſacred duties of divine 
worſhip, as by miſ-ſpending this holy day in 
mes of diſſipat ion, and irreligious employ= - 
nent. Of this grievous fin Thave the leſs reaſon | 


to ſpeak in this place, becauſe the attendance 
of any of my prefent heaters is, I am happy 
to obſerve; conſtant, reverent, and exer 

and” becauſe, J truſt; the practice of gaming 
dn the Lond's day 5s ſo Tar from being coun- 
tenanced by any T thaſe- committed to my 
ard e e . e a dd 


afraid; Teſt nationt B08 W508 ; 
os wi s wrath and indignation againſt” 85 
his people. In all humility we find him 8 
ktiowledging, that the bleffing of heaven ins 


ligious) obſervance of the laws of Gop; and 
Aeon he calls upon all perſons, thoſe eſpe- 


wt 


of amongſt us, much leſs be as capa 
of any. juſtification whatſoever, It is Tn | 
admitted, that men ſhould rather, if poflible, 
be invited, than driven to the obſervance of 


their religious duty; and that all appearance 
af force ſhould be withholden, where arguments 


of fer/uafion are not treated with contempt, or, 


at leaſt, are not utterly without effect. But 
ſurely an inſtitution ſo beneficial, ſo reaſonable, 


ſo productive of piety, ſo excellently calculated 

to repreſs crimes, as that of the Sabbath, muſt 

not be ſuffered to be diſregarded, nor the laws 

relating to it be allowed to fall into diſuſe; 

while, at the ſame time, great prudence will 

be neceſſary, that thoſe laws may be executed 
writ of meekneſs. 


in the /} 17 | 
3- Having next obſerved, that . —4 


ſolute in their life and converſation, are a ſcan- 
dal to the country in which they live, his Mas 


2 jeſty endeavours to animate the exertions of 


perſons inveſted with authority, to be vigilant 


| in the diſcovery, and active in the puniſhment 


of thoſe, who ſhall be guilty of—exceſſive drink. 


ing, of profane and blaſphemous curſing and ſeyears 


ing, —of lewdneſs, and other diſſolute, immoral, 


or diſorderly practices: of theſe vices, and parti- 


cularly of the firſt, which indeed may be con- 
ſidered as the parent of all the reſt, I mean, 
exceſſive drinking, I fear, we have but too juſt 
reaſon to complain, eſpecially if we enquire iny 
to the conduct of the lower claſs of the peo lle 
around us: I believe I ſhall be juſtified in call h 


ing it the. fin, which does mof 5 1 them: 


But, ; 
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But, I truſt, if the fear of Gop has ſo far loſt 
its influence, as not to be able to reſtrain ſuch, 
as have been but too long habituated to this 
evil practice, they may at leaſt” receive ſome 


check from this affectionate and authoritative 


declaration of their Sovereign's defire, that ſuch 
offences ſhould no longer be committed with 
impunity: and if this will not avail, they muſt 


be told, that their rulers are not in vain in- 


truſted with power to puniſh the tranſgreſſors 


of divine and human laws: they muſt be told, 
that rulers are not a terror to the' good, but to 
the evil; and if they will perſiſt in their crimes, / 
let them know that puniſhments are wiſely 


ordained for ſuch, as are ready to ſacriſice all 


that is dear and valuable, for the pre- eminent 


aiftinftions of a Savage or a ſwine . Upon this 


occaſion, I muſt take the liberty to expreſs 


the ſatisfaction which I feel, from the con- 


ſideration that the vice of drunkenneſs, with 


the diſorderly practices attendant on it, will 


neither eſcape conſure nor puniſhment from 


thoſe reſpectable perſons +, who are particu- 


7 a . 


- # Tt is impoſſible not to recollect, on this ſubject, tha. 


remarkable paſſage, wherein the drunkard is ſaid * to put 


& an enemy in his mouth, to ſteal. away his brains, and 


« with joy, pleaſance, reyel, and applauſe, to transfor 
1 himſelf into N n 


"+ This is a tribute of commendation, which it was . 


impoſſible to withhold from thoſe our worthy / Pa- 
| Tiſh officers, who have Ren ven them to ſee the law 
reſpecting ſobriety and good order carried into W 

| LEE ” | 7 | arly 


| 


o eo do 


larly — to ith order 1 decene 
in this pariſh; and who, I am perſuaded, will. 
at in all things which concern their office, 
with a conſcientious regard to their duty, - /. > 
The next fin to which the ProcLAMATION 
dire&s our attention, is that o of vu cur fing 
and ſcoraring; for the ſuppreſſion of which! 
the laws in being ſeem to be infufficient, only 
becauſe they are ſeldom, if ever, inforeed; but 
it is to be hoped, that, in proportion as men's, 
zeal for the honour of Gop's holy Name is in- 
creaſed; they will be found leſs backward: in 
their endeavours to bring the tranſgreſſors of 
this law to the puniſhment which their crime 
deſerves. Of the nature of 28 ſin, however 
ſome may attempt to palliate, if not defend it, 
as not equal to other breaches of moral duty, 
it need only be obſerved, that there is leſs o 
be urged in its excuſe, than in behalf of any 
other in the whole black catalogue. The tak - 
ing the Name of the Lonp our Gop in vain, 
by repeatedly introducing it into our moſt 
D FRN and trivial converſation, and employs: 
it even on the loweſt and vileſt occaſions, 

15 ek a breach of the very higheſt, part of 
our duty. The mention of it is vain, when- 
ever it is uſeleſs; and it is always uſeleſs, 
when jt is neither likely nor intended to ſerve. 
any good purpoſe; which is the caſe, when it 
is uſed at all, except in acts of religion, or in 
15 85 and ſealonable diſcourſe upon religious 
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ſy hjots v. 1 1 he God, 
to diſcourage perſons. from the commiſſion of 
this crime, than, that by our words we fh! 

be jyfified, and by our words. aue ſpall be. 3 4 
demned, in that hour, wherein, of, every. idle +. 
*vord (in which certainly is included every 
finful word) that men ſhall ſpeak, they, ſball giue, 
an account before the tribunal of Gp. 
Of lewdneſs and debauchery it is only 17 
ſary to ſay, that they ſtand condemned 


very firſt principles of our religion, he in in- 


culcate that purity of heart, without. which, 
no man ſhall ſee Gon. And however men may, 
feel themſelyes diſpoſed to throw a. veil over. 
offences, which they have perſuaded tber 


ſelves to conſider, as excuſeable on the ſcore 


human frailty, or the prevalence of cuftom z ba 


they can offer no argument in vindication 
their conduct, which will ſtand the teſt of 
ſeripture-· examination, or bear the reflection of 


then it is, that all the gaiety of the man of 
rann forſakes. him : Wo he. muſt be on 


'® See Mr. e Paley 8 Principles of Moral my 
Political Philoſophy. _ 


writer, did not the-awfulrieſs of the ſabje fon ever 
other emotion, how ftrangely men rack their u vention 
to ſupply themſelves with eL expreſs the emotions. 
of anger, and reſentment, and ſometimes even of joy ati 
exultation ! How deplorably re in 1 8, he 


9 is the cor heart of man! 294; d 911 


a ſerious moment, much leſs of a dying hour: 


+ It would 2 Loud to obſerve, fays wy 4 
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tent to exchange the cup of lawleſs gratifica. 
tion, for that of bitterneſs and remorſe: happy 


is the man, who, foreſeeing the end of fin, 


renounceth it in time, and betakes himſelf to 


the ſure refuge of a ſincere and hearty repeut- 


ance. That this vice is encouraged and pro- 
moted by publications of the moſt corrupting 
tendency, is a juſt ground of concern to every 
friend to religion and to ſociety; theſe there- 
fore are very properly taken notice of, as ano- 


ther ſubject of our gracious Sovereign's atten- 


tion to the welfare of his people.—If any man 
wiſhes to ſee to what lengths his unbridled 


_* 


paſſions may carry him, he need only attend 


to the ſtory which you have heard in this 
morning's leſſon “; in which he will behold 
one of the beſt of men in all other reſpects, 
involved, by one act of ſinful indulgence; in 
a dreadful complication of miſery, lamentation, 
Laſtly, the attention of perſons in authority 
is particularly directed to the conduct of thoſe 
Publicans, who, from a ſelfiſh regard to their 
own pecuniary intereſt, are tempted to encour- 


at + 


age their imprudent neighbour in habits of in- 
temperance and exceſs; which gradually lead 


to a general negle& of duty; which . unnervs 


the mind; which render men flaves to their 
paſſions, and lead them on from one ſinful gra- 


| # See the 12th chapter of the Second Book of Kincs, 
well-worthy the attention of every /ibertine in the world. 
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tificatiot to another, till no barrier is ſufficient to | 
reſtrain their impetuous' deſires, and they ruſh 
headlong into wickedneſs of every ſort ;” That 
a heavy burthen of guilt lies upon perſons of 
this deſcription is beyond a doubt *: and it is 
_ equally certain that irregularities of this nature 
will be very ſttictly enquired into, as well in 
obedience to our Sovereign's command, as for 


the preſervation of the lives, and proſperity of 


"$a of} 2 


* 


many thouſands of his ſubjeccs. The miſ- 


chievous effects ariſing from the neglect of re- 


ligious duties, and waſting the Sabbath in pro- 
fligacy and intemperance in public houſes,. are 
ſeen and lamented by the ſerious Chriſtian eyery 
day: and it is not a little remarkable, that 
very many of the moſt atrocious crimes, . 
which have of late diſgraced our public records, 
have been committed by perſons, who had 
been miſ-ſpending the SaBBArE in theſe houſes _ 
of public reſort, The laws in this reſpect 


have too long lain dormant: The magiſtrate 


has too long been inactive: Immorality has 
too long prevailed ; while religion hath with 
ſilent tears lamented the gradual increaſe of _ 
national depravity. e 


Let us not, however, by any means deſpair; 


chat act of our Sovereign, which has given. 


occaſion to the reflections of this day, has alſo 


excited, and will continue to keep alive a ſpirit 
| of attention to the general ſtate of immorality 5 

© Sce Habbakuk, c; II, v. 15. 16. | back 
i” 8 || throughout 
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throughout the kingdom, Perſons of ahs; moſt, | 
diſtinguiſhed characters, and of the moſt come. 


manding influence, fel themſelves called forth 


to a more diligent enquiry into the conduct of 
their inferiors: Allowing, as | fear, we muſt, 
that the diſſoluteneſs of men's morals is 1 & 1 


rooted, we by no means admit, that their caſe 
. 18 deſperate, or the diſeaſe incurable, That : 
| Ignorance. and evil habits in perſons. advanced 


to maturity are very, difficult to be overcome, 
it would be folly to deny; but, bleſſed be Gon, 
we have the happineſs to ſee a new race of 


Beings riſing up, from whom the liberality of 
many that now hear me enables us to hope 


better things. 
The firſt principles of Chriſtianity. are at this ; 


time generally throughout the kingdom in- 


ſtilled into the minds of poor children; not 
Jeſs than Two HUNDRED,, AND THIRTY-FOUR, 
THOUSAND. of theſe are now educating 1n the, 


knowlege of their Chriſtian duty, whoſe, pa- 


rents had no ſuch advantages as they have. 
And there is little reaſon to doubt, that the 


beneficial ee e of the care now 


taken will deſcend to their ene thus the 
knowlege of Chriſt and his Goſpel will be 
more generally diffuſed; IT” the fruits of it 
will abundantly be produced in the lives and 
conduct of our fellow Chriſtians, We ſhall 
gradually find the lower orders of the people 
more attentive to their duty, more guarded i in 


their couverſation, more pure in their morals, 


„ : more 
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— in cheis dealings, more — way 
_ in; their religious ſervices, , more pratſs-worthiy- 4 
in their general behaviour. 

The fear of Gon will be thiantforgs prin - 
alple of their actions; and the glory-of *Gop; 
and the happineſs of their fellow creatures, aud. | 
_ eſpecially the welfare of their family and de- 
pendents, will be the chief objects of their con. 

cern. We ſhall, I truſt, ſee theſe- children, 
thus inſtruted; grow in — as in ſtatùre; 
and, by a change in Sa order of things, leading by 
their example, where, with reſpect to their age, 
they might be expected to follow : We ſhall, I 
hope, live to ſee the fear of Gop univerſally 
eſtabliſhed; his worſhip conſtantly frequented ; 
his ordinances devoutly obſerved; his name, 
his holy day, his temple, and every thing, 
wherein his glory is concerned, treated with | 
reverence and dye regard: The admonitions of 
the word of Gop ; the.exhortations of his mi- 
niſters; the exertions of public authority; the . 
expreſs declaration of our Sovereign's concern 
for our happineſs and welfare, will ſurely eiter 
ſeparately or unitedly prevail, to the caſting _ | 
down the ſtrong holds of fin and the eſtabliſh= — //! 
ment of piety and virtue amongſt us: but above | | "| 
all will this conſideration, we truſt, incite men ; 
70 live ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly i in this pre- 
ſent world; namely, that Gop hath appointed a 
day, wherein be will judge the world by Him, 
whom he ſent to redeem us, as well from the 
N of fin in this life, 5 from the puniſh- 
7 ment 


a 
C 


4 0" 
I 
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of it in 4 world to Some 541 in Whoſe 
merits alone we truſt, for ardon of all uhr 
ſims paſt; and on Whoſe grace alone we'de-: | 
prnd, for ſtrength and aſſiſtance, to * ſapppr 
US in all. — 905 and carry ur 5 through © 


* 
1 


2 5 2 i I 


1 Fates, the 


Holy Ghoſt, three perſons and one Gop, be a 
aſcribed, as is moſt due, all honour and glory, 
thankſgiving and. praiſe, . henceforth and for 
“ fot tes 4.3 20M 
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